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Michigan Merit Curriculum Flexibility 
Conference: Session Questions 

IEPs & Personal Curriculum (PC) 

Planning 
● If a student has an IEP in math, they can only have a PC in math but 

not in foreign language? 

A student with a disability may have a Personal Curriculum (PC) in any 
content area, not just where they have a specified disability.  The PC 
Committee developing the PC has the responsibility to consider the 
impact of the disability on the student’s progress through any of the 
general education curriculum and standards. The committee takes into 
consideration the student’s current transition plan written in the 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) and Educational Development 
Plan (EDP), to ensure the curriculum/standards modification would 
allow the student to continue to pursue their post-secondary goals. 
 

● You can PC anything even if it’s not in their area of disability?  

If a student has an Individualized Education Program (IEP) you can 
modify any Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) requirement.  
Modifications outlined in a Personal Curriculum should maintain the 
integrity and rigor of the diploma and align with the student’s IEP, the 
Educational Development Plan, and the transition plan. 
  

● How many areas can get PC before you start considering a certificate 
of completion instead of a diploma? Where do you draw the line on 
number of PC courses?  

As the diploma granting body, this determination is at the discretion of 
the district. The intent of the Personal Curriculum is to make “minor” 
changes which accommodate a student’s learning needs and maintain 
the integrity of the Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC).  
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● If a student has a lofty goal but needs a PC in an advanced class, how 
do you handle telling them that they are not likely going to get there? 
Example: a student wants to be a veterinarian but needs a PC in 
Algebra II. How can you tell them they can’t do that, or how do you 
handle this student and their EDP? 

Students should be made aware of academic requirements for their 
career of choice through the Educational Development Plan (EDP) 
process. A conversation about the rigor and amount of work required 
is appropriate.  This is also a time to outline supports available to 
reach those academic requirements.  
 

● If you PC someone out of Algebra II you cannot award credit for that?  

Credit awarded to a student must align to the standards in which they 
are proficient.  If you use a Personal Curriculum to remove a student 
from a credit/course, that credit/course would not show up on the 
transcript. 
 

● What do we do about gen ed students who don’t qualify for an IEP but 
are clearly struggling? (i.e. can’t do math)  

Districts should provide a coherent curriculum including early 
identification of students who are struggling and supports for all 
learners.  Embedded in these supports should be necessary 
interventions. 

 
● What can be done for a student who has a 504?  

The “enrichment” and “modified” Personal Curriculums (PC) can be 
used for a student on a 504. Students on 504 plans are general 
education students and therefore can only use modifications consistent 
with general education rules.  
 

● If a student is a transfer student from overseas, and they are coming 
to you with credits and demonstrating proficiency in everything but 
English (language barriers), how can you be flexible so they don’t have 
to be in school for many more years before they are proficient in 
English?  
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Modifications cannot be made to the English language arts (ELA) 
requirement unless they have an Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) or have completed two years of HS outside the state of Michigan 
(transfer student). Students who have completed two years of high 
school outside of a Michigan public school qualify for a Personal 
Curriculum to modify parts of the ELA requirement.  
 

● Why isn’t something like an advanced world history class considered in 
a PC sub for health or fine arts?  

The law designates math, ELA or science only as part of an enriched 
personal curriculum. Any student who takes additional course work in 
those areas can give up a social studies, Physical Education 
(PE)/health, or Visual Performing Applied Arts credit.  
 

● Difference between proficiency modification and standards 
modification? 

○ If a student has an IEP, wants to go to a 4-year college, can 
they say that in order to pass the class you can have 50% 
proficiency as a PC? 

The law states credit is tied to proficiency on the standards. If a 
student has mastered only portions of the content, they should be 
given the opportunity to master remaining standards. Districts make 
the final determination on student proficiency and mastery.            

 
● Is it better to eliminate geometry or Algebra II as opposed to lowering 

proficiency for a student? Should they take the math that meets their 
needs rather than lowering the standards of a math class that gen ed 
students are taking?  

The mathematics pathway for a student should be determined by their 
Educational Development Plan (EDP) and Individual Education Program 
(IEP), where appropriate. Credit is awarded based on mastery of all 
the standards.  If a Personal Curriculum is used to modify large areas 
of the standards; then full credit can no longer be given.  
 

● If a student has an IEP, are they supposed to attempt the course 
before you PC it?  
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No, the Educational Development Plan (EDP) should drive the courses 
a student should take, including CTE programs. If a student needs 
certain standards in order to meet post-school goals, then that content 
should not be modified with a Personal Curriculum.  

Documentation 
● How do you document PCs?  

The Personal Curriculum (PC) is reported to the state through the 
Michigan Student Data System (MSDS). The decision is made locally 
on how to document and monitor a student’s Personal Curriculum. 
Documentation for a PC is not mandated, and the paperwork is only 
for local collection and use.  
 

● What documentation is needed to justify all these flexibilities? If I am 
audited what do I need to provide to justify that student XX was 
rewarded XX credits?  

There is no formal state process for this.  The pupil membership 
auditor may compare a student’s transcript to the course schedule to 
ensure that the courses were used for grade progression or credit. It is 
recommended that modifications are documented and kept with the 
student’s file. 
                             

● Is there a state required process for this? Any forms to submit or file?  

No, there are no mandated forms. The law states that districts must 
do the following: 

• Develop a Personal Curriculum (PC) when one is requested 
• Provide a written annual notice and website visibility  
• Include parent, student, counselor or teacher, and special 

education representative on the PC team 
 

● There are ways to PC math, but how does that work if you change the 
name of a course? Like they’re only taking half of Algebra II but if the 
name of that course is something other than Algebra II (i.e. 
Statistics). 
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A Personal Curriculum (PC) doesn’t modify a course – it modifies the 
mathematics standards an individual student is required to learn. 
Additionally, Michigan does not have course specific standards – there 
are only content specific standards.  Standards, not courses, are 
required and may be modified using a PC.  
 

● Do Personal Curriculums have to be documented on a transcript?  How 
are most districts reporting personal curriculum items on a transcript?  

Personal curriculum modifications should not show up on a transcript.  

Career and Technical Education (CTE) Waiver Options 
● Is it allowable for decisions to be made about personal curriculum 

based on if a student is planning to be a CTE Completer as opposed to 
a Concentrator?  

The law (MCL 380.1278b) specifies that a student may waive certain 
requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) by “completing” 
a department-approved career and technical education (CTE) program. 
Therefore, a student must be a program completer in order take 
advantage of these waivers. Program completers do not need a 
Personal Curriculum (PC) to waive a science and/or a world-language 
credit. A PC may waive up to one credit each of visual, performing, 
and applied arts; social studies (excluding the required 0.5 credit in 
Civics); and/or health and physical education for a CTE program 
completer.   
 
For more guidance on personal curriculum and CTE options, refer to 
the Personal Curriculum Parent and Educator Guide and the Personal 
Curriculum FAQ document. 
 

● Would a district be ok to say any art class would work for personal 
curriculum if a student is in a CTE program?  

A CTE program completer may choose to waive the required art credit 
through the use of a Personal Curriculum.  For more information, refer 
to the Personal Curriculum Parent and Educator Guide and the 
Personal Curriculum FAQ document.   
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However, any CTE student may earn an art credit within a CTE 
program if a course is addressing a subset of the Standards, 
Benchmarks and Grade Level Content Expectations for Visual Arts, 
Music, Dance, and Theatre and the student demonstrates proficiency 
with those standards.  

 
● What if a student changes programs within CTE? They’ve done two 

years of CTE but they didn’t stay in the same program.  

A student must complete a state-approved CTE program to use a 
Personal Curriculum to waive any requirements of the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum. If the student did not stay in the same program through 
completion of the full program (as determined by the instructional 
design submitted to the Office of Career and Technical Education 
(OCTE) by the program instructor), then the student is not eligible to 
use the Personal Curriculum waiver options.   

 
● Where does a social studies substitution fit? 

A CTE program completer may waive up to one credit each of visual, 
performing, and applied arts; social studies (excluding the required 0.5 
credit in Civics); and/or health and physical education. 

Transition 
● General ed students (non IEP) who possibly need to be in school 

longer than age 20/dropouts; is there flexibility for them?   

A student must be less than 20 years of age as of September 1 of the 
current school year to enroll and attend. If they have not yet 
completed the MMC requirements prior to that they would need to 
utilize other options such as adult/community education. There are 
exceptions to this regarding students enrolled in an alternative 
education setting. For students enrolled in an alternative setting up to 
an additional 2 years of education is possible. The exception is 
primarily focused on educating pupils with extreme barriers to 
education, such as being homeless. MCL 388.1606(4)(l)(ii) 

 
● Is a student better served with a diploma at 26 or transition services? 
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○ This affects our dropout rate and how we get rated in the 
accountability system. 

A diploma can only be given if a student is career and college ready 
and proficient in the Michigan Merit Curriculum, whatever isn’t 
modified with a Personal Curriculum. Some students require transition 
services and others do not. Students who receive a certificate of 
completion do not count as dropouts and do not count as a graduate.  
Districts and Individualized Education Program teams should consider 
a student’s post-secondary goals in making this determination. 

 
● Transition services or keep them in school until 26 years old? And how 

does matching the MMC have to do with a PC curriculum? 

Once a student with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) has 
completed the Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) requirements, a 
district cannot withhold a diploma to have the student participate in a 
transition program.  Once a student has met the MMC requirements, 
they are considered “graduated” and entitlement to special education 
ends.   

 
● If a student has an IEP and EDP and you’re getting rid of all of these 

“diploma granting classes” can they still graduate in four years? 

A student who meets all the Michigan Merit Curriculum requirements, 
with or without a Personal Curriculum, will be eligible for graduation.  
Therefore, a student with an IEP may graduate within four, five, or 
even six years.    

Staffing and Pupil Accounting 

Appropriate Placement of Teachers 
● Can a teacher with a HS Special Education Math endorsement teach 

general math? 
 
The placement of the educator would depend on the specific 
endorsements that are held on a valid Michigan Teaching Certificate.  
If the teacher holds a mathematics endorsement, they are eligible for 
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an assignment into a mathematics course. However, the mathematics 
endorsement may not make them eligible for placement into a special 
education classroom. Information on placement of educators (including 
special education endorsements) can be found on the Permits and 
Placement section of the MDE website.   

 
● Can teachers test for additional endorsements without going through a 

college program? 

Some alternative route programs allow educators to obtain additional 
endorsements.  The educator must pass the content area test and 
teach successfully, with a mentor, for three years before the 
endorsement can be added to a standard or professional teaching 
certificate. 
 

● When assigning Dual Enrollment courses, is there a teacher of record? 

No. Additional information on dual enrollment can be found in the Dual 
Enrollment FAQ document and the Pupil Accounting Manual.   

Course Design/Earning Credit 
● Science standards are described in many different content areas but 

how are people framing them in classes?  

Schools may cover the science content in any sequence of courses 
they choose based on the resources available.  State-wide science 
consultants and the MDE can aid with science course design.  Contact 
your local ISD/ESA or regional Mi-STEM director to identify an expert 
in your area. 
 

• What options are available when attempting to integrate Science & 
Social Studies courses for credit regarding endorsement issues?  A Bio 
Stats class is taught by a Biology certified teacher - can students earn 
both science and math credit (.5 & .5)? 
 
If this instructional experience is a seat-time, direct-instruction course 
the assigned teacher, or teachers, of record should match the type of 
content delivered and credit generated.  This can be accomplished 
through:   
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• Co-teaching/co-planning 
• Permits which are designed to allow certified teachers to teach 

outside of their endorsement area 
• Educators working to add/earn an endorsement in the 

corresponding content area(s) 
• Innovative and flexible scheduling which allows one teacher to 

deliver both areas and another to support students learning and 
assessment. 

 
Districts should also consider teacher skills when assigning a teacher 
to a course.  If a teacher holds an endorsement and is skilled in the 
content area, they may be the best match for the assignment.   
 
There are additional options for students who show proficiency in the 
content standards.  The student has the option to test-out of content.  
If a student is placed into an integrated classroom, they may be able 
to test-out of additional courses and “earn” credit in multiple areas.   

 
o Follow Up: Is it more flexible if it’s a senior math credit? 

If a student has already earned four mathematics credits, then the 
student need to only have a math experience in their final year.  If 
a student has met all of the Michigan Merit Curriculum math 
standards and still needs to obtain a fourth math credit they need 
to have a full credit issued in math content.   

 
• In an Applied Geometry course with Math and Industrial Arts (IA) co-

teachers, can a student get Math/Geometry credit without the Math 
teacher if the IA teacher IS NOT math endorsed? 

○ Follow Up: If there is a district-level math consultant that assists 
in math credit-bearing courses taught by non-math certified 
teachers, is that allowed? 

 

The assigned teacher, or teachers, of record should match the type of 
content delivered and credit generated.  This can be accomplished 
through:   

• Co-teaching/co-planning 
• Permits which are designed to allow certified teachers to teach 

outside of their endorsement area 
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• Educators working to add/earn an endorsement in the 
corresponding content area(s) 

• Innovative and flexible scheduling which allows one teacher to 
deliver both areas and another to support students learning and 
assessment. 

 
Districts should also consider teacher skills when assigning a teacher 
to a course.  If a teacher holds an endorsement and is skilled in the 
content area, they may be the best match for the assignment.   
 
In this question, it appears that a co-teaching model is in place.  The 
teacher with a mathematics endorsement would be able to provide 
instruction, create a pathway of learning, and appropriately assess a 
student’s knowledge in the math standards.   
 
The student also has the option to test-out of content.  If a student is 
placed into an integrated classroom, they may be able to test-out of 
additional courses and “earn” credit in multiple areas.   

4th Math Credit 
● When looking at the 4th year math credit vs math “experience” ...can 

a non-math teacher teach this class to seniors to qualify for the math 
experience? For example, in a Physics course, the teacher is Science 
certified...can we give a math credit (vs experience) for the 4th year 
requirement?  

○ Follow Up: Does it matter the SCED Code? 
 
The law provides local districts with the flexibility to determine what 
counts for the 4th/final year mathematics credit. It does not need to be 
aligned with the mathematics standards because those could be 
addressed in the other three credits. Non-mathematics courses or 
experiences where students apply mathematics can count as the 4th 
credit/Senior year mathematics course (ex., computer programming, 
science, art, Career and Technical Education (CTE), or work study 
program) where the students are using the mathematics they have 
already learned.  The teacher must be appropriately certificated and 
endorsed for the class that they are teaching.   
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● Does a senior with 4 math credits already going into their senior year 

need a half or full year of math? 

A district may determine the content and the duration of the final year 
math experience. 
 

● Can online courses outside of the 6-hour school day (7th hour) still 
earn credit? 

Student credit is based on proficiency with the content and standards 
as measured by district-approved assessments.  A student who learns 
content outside of the traditional school day can demonstrate 
proficiency and earn credit through the testing out options that 
districts offer.   
 

● Is there anything for students who don’t speak English as they come 
into 9th grade, like if they speak fluent Russian but no English can 
they get out of the foreign language requirement?  

The world language requirement may be met by showing a novice 
level of language acquisition in a language other than English. The 
local district determines when this requirement has been met and how 
to document it. More information can be found in the World Languages 
Guidelines. 

Transcripts 
● Does a math experience in the senior year need to be recorded on a 

transcript if non-credit bearing? 

It is a district decision as to what appears on the transcript. Districts 
have flexibility in what information appears on a transcript. The 
requirements are outlined in MCL 380.1279g(4) of the Revised School 
Code. 
 
However, districts should appropriately record and report what a 
student knows, has accomplished, and has mastered on the student’s 
transcript.   
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● Do Foreign Language exemptions need to be on a transcript? 

If the student is exempt from the world language because he/she has 
met the requirements, then the transcript should document that the 
student has the required two credits of world language. Similarly, if 
the student is meeting a world language credit with an additional art 
credit then the transcript should show 1 credit of world language and 2 
credits of art.   
 

● When a CTE course earns Algebra II credit, how is that documented on 
a transcript? 

A transcript doesn’t have to list how the student earned the credit; 
however, it should document that they have the credit.  Districts have 
a lot of flexibility in what information appears on a transcript. 

Testing Out 
● Do we have to offer a test out for any MMC courses offered at our 

school? 

State statutes MCL 380.1278a(4)(c) and MCL 380.1279b outline how a 
student can earn credit for any course once they show levels of 
proficiency for the content of that course.  Additional information on 
testing out can be found here. 

 
● When can students “test out?” Before, during or at the end of a 

course? 

Districts should have clear policy that outlines their preferred “test 
out” practices.  Additional information can be found in the Test-out 
FAQ document provided by the Michigan Department of Education.   
 

● How do we offer a test out for a course that we don’t even offer?  
Example: A student that knows sign language wants to test out and 
earn the ASL credit.  We don’t offer it, but MV does.  Does the local 
school have to create some sort of assessment to accommodate our 
test out policy? 
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The district determines the measures of proficiency for classes for 
which they wish to grant credit.  These measures do not need to be 
paper and pencil tests.  Additional information for assessments in 
languages can be found in the World Languages Guidelines.   
 
A student may also select to take a course online through MCL 
388.1621f which may have measures of proficiency already in place.   

Online Courses  
● When taking an online course, do teachers need to be content area or 

grade-level certified? 

The Michigan Department of Education has a team working to revise 
guidance to ensure consistency and clarity, and when it is published, 
districts will be allowed time to adapt if it results in a change to 
current practice. You are not required to change what you are doing 
with virtual courses currently, however, the workgroup will be 
considering guidance to ensure that students who are taking online 
courses have explicit access to an educator who has the grade level 
and endorsement for the course.  If a student is taking a course in 
physics and struggles they need to have a teacher assigned to them 
with a physics or integrated science endorsement to whom they can go 
for help.  
 
Both certification requirements need to be met to avoid a penalty.  For 
membership (FTE) purposes, a grade level teacher of record needs to 
be provided.  To avoid a salary deduction, Michigan law (MCL 
388.1621f) states that a content area certification teacher needs to be 
provided for virtual courses.  Districts may use a co-teaching model to 
satisfy the requirement in its entirety as long as both teachers are 
aware of their assignment and duties.   
 

● Do alternative schools using Edgenuity need to have general education 
teachers from the regular high school teach the courses? 

A Local Education Agency (LEA) cannot use a third-party teacher to 
satisfy the teacher of record requirement.  A district-hired teacher 
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must be assigned to each course in the alternative education 
environment. 
 

● How do we incorporate staff with online learning with alternative 
schedules? 

This is a district staffing decision. A district-hired teacher (for LEAs) 
must be assigned to each course and that teacher must be grade-level 
and content area appropriate.  If the teacher is only grade level 
appropriate, a second teacher with content area certification would 
need to be assigned as a co-teacher for the course. Districts should 
ensure that the teachers are available to students during the 
alternative program’s hours and aware of their assignments.  A district 
may also obtain a permit for a teacher who does not hold appropriate 
endorsements.   

 
● Can the teacher of record on an online course be a non-content area 

certified aid? 

The Michigan Department of Education has a team working to revise 
guidance to ensure consistency and clarity, and when it is published, 
districts will be allowed time to adapt if it results in a change to 
current practice.   You are not required to change what you are doing 
with virtual courses currently, however, the workgroup will be 
considering guidance to ensure that students who are taking online 
courses have explicit access to an educator who has the grade level 
and endorsement for the course.  If a student is taking a course in 
physics and struggles they need to have a teacher assigned to them 
with a physics or integrated science endorsement to whom they can go 
for help.  
 
Both certification requirements need to be met to avoid a penalty.  For 
membership (FTE) purposes, a grade level teacher of record needs to 
be provided.  To avoid a salary deduction, Michigan law (MCL 
388.1621f) states that a content area certification teacher needs to be 
provided for virtual courses.  Districts may use a co-teaching model to 
satisfy the requirement in its entirety so long as both teachers are 
aware of their assignment and duties.   
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o Follow Up: What if the aid is assisting for a Michigan Virtual (MV) 
course? 

Courses provided by Michigan Virtual include a teacher of record 
who meets the teacher certification requirement.  The district would 
then need to supply a mentor who is a professional employee of the 
district, but not necessarily a certified teacher for students. 
 

● Does a teacher of record for an online course via E2020 have to be 
content area certified if the course is for credit recovery (student has 
already had exposure to year-long class and was unsuccessful)? 

If the course is being used to generate membership, certification 
requirements need to be met to avoid a penalty.  For membership 
(FTE) purposes, a grade level teacher of record needs to be provided.  
To avoid a salary deduction, a content area certification teacher needs 
to be provided.  Districts may use a co-teaching model to satisfy the 
requirement in its entirety if both teachers are aware of their 
assignment and duties.   
 

● Does a mentor for an online course have to be a certified teacher? 

No. The mentor must be a professional employee of the district.  A 
district could assign the teacher of record to be the mentor to 
eliminate the need to supply another district employee. 

 

CTE & EDPs 

Earning Credit 
● Is there a guideline on MDE’s website for CTE to help make those 

decisions as to whether students can get credit for specific classes?  

The Office of Career and Technical Education is currently working on 
documents that will provide guidance around the flexibility options 
offered through CTE programs and a toolkit that will assist districts in 
the process of implementing those options. These tools are expected 
to be released by Fall 2020. In the meantime, information on credit 
earning and flexibility options available through CTE programs can be 
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found in the Michigan Merit Curriculum FAQ, Personal Curriculum 
Parent and Educator Guide, and the Personal Curriculum FAQ 
document.  
 

● Is anyone using CTE in Middle School and providing High School credit 
for it?  

CTE flexibility options only apply to state-approved CTE programs. 
Introductory CTE classes can be offered at the middle school level, but 
state-approved programs may only be offered in high school. 

  
● You talked about the standard-by-standard alignment that you’re 

creating for VPAA, CTE etc.; is there a timeline for that?  

A document that provides more information on how to use CTE for 
Visual, Performing and Applied Arts (VPAA) credit should be completed 
and released in the spring of 2020.   
 

● There are multiple ways to waive things in CTE. Can I waive multiple 
classes in a bundle if a student completed 2 years or do I have to go 
class by class?  

○ Can CTE still count as 1 credit of science or .5 credit of an 
elective?  

○ A CTE program can take the place of one world language, one 
science and one math with one year of a CTE program?  

A student may waive certain requirements of the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum (MMC) by “completing a Department-approved Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) program…” Therefore, a student must be a 
program completer in order take advantage of these waivers. Program 
completers may waive a science and/or a world-language credit 
without a PC. Through a PC, a CTE program completer may waive up 
to one credit each of visual, performing, and applied arts; social 
studies (excluding the required 0.5 credit in Civics); and/or health and 
physical education.  
 
Annually, upon review of the EDP, districts are required to inform 
students of the flexibility options available through completing a CTE 
program. Although completion of a state approved CTE program can 
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be used to waive multiple credits, it is recommended that districts 
review individual students and courses to determine what is most 
appropriate. Multiple credits may be waived through a CTE program. 
For more information, refer to the Michigan Merit Curriculum FAQ, 
Personal Curriculum Parent and Educator Guide, and the Personal 
Curriculum FAQ document.  
 

● The way requirements are written right now, students can only sub out 
the second year of world language requirement, is that changing at 
all?  

Students who are completers of a state-approved CTE program may 
waive a science and/or a world-language credit without a Personal 
Curriculum. The Michigan Merit Curriculum is legislatively designated 
and any changes to the world language requirements will require a 
change in the law.  
 

● Can you expand on the Algebra II integration with CTE? 

According to MCL380.1278a(1)(a)(i), a district may choose to award 
students with partial or full math credits for demonstrating proficiency 
with appropriately embedded mathematics content in a CTE program. 
Districts are encouraged to use the Mathematics Credit Guidelines to 
ensure that students have the opportunity to learn all of the 
mathematics standards before they graduate.  
 
For an example of a CTE program with embedded mathematics from 
the Engineering, Manufacturing, and Industrial Technology pathway, 
visit  Integrating Algebra II into CTE. Additional information regarding 
math integration can be located in the MMC FAQ. 
 

● Let’s say a student passes one semester but fails another semester, 
will they still get credit?  

Credit determination is a district decision and based on mastery of 
standards.  Students may use a test-out option to illustrate mastery.   
 
If using a CTE option to waive a course, a student must complete a 
state-approved CTE program. If the student did not stay in the same 
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program through completion of the full program (as determined by the 
instructional design submitted to the Office of Career and Technical 
Education (OCTE) by the program instructor), then the student is not 
eligible to use the waiver options. For more clarification on the 
sequence of courses that make up a full state-approved CTE program 
in your district, contact your CTE administrator.  

 
● Can you mix courses like CTE and a computer class to replace a 

science course?  

A student must be a CTE completer to waive a science credit. If the 
science standards are addressed within non-traditional science courses 
then students may receive credit by proving proficiency through test-
out or creative instructional methods (co-teaching).    

Educational Development Plans (EDP) 
● Is there any one document somewhere that I can access to see what 

needs to be in an EDP? This will be our first time doing EDPs, what is 
the best way to do it to meet the guidelines and where do I find the 
information for this?  

The Michigan Career Development Model document has information on 
what needs to be in an Educational Development Plan (EDP), ideas on 
how to implement an effective EDP, and where to find EDP examples.  
A guidance book for EDPs is currently being developed and scheduled 
to be released in the fall of 2020.   

 
● Where can we find the Michigan Career Development Model document 

you have here today?  

The Michigan Career Development Model, as well as the Career 
Readiness Initiative may be found here. Planned revisions to the 
document will include additional resources, strategies, and clarification 
of elements of the model to assist districts with implementation.  

 
● If our school hasn’t switched to Xello yet, does Career Cruising still 

meet those requirements for EDPs? 
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Please refer to the Michigan Career Development Model to review the 
required elements of an Educational Development Plan (EDP). Some 
features of Career Cruising will soon be disabled.  Districts should 
contact Xello directly to answer questions regarding existing features 
of Career Cruising and the upgrades to Xello.    

  
● Does MDE have a good sense of schools who were early adopters of 

EDPs who are doing this well?  

The Michigan Career Development Model document has a list of 
Michigan districts that have existing career education programs (which 
includes how they implement EDPs).  

Teacher Certification 
● Is MDE considering allowing teachers with specialized certifications to 

teach CTE programming?  

The MDE allows three pathways to CTE certification: traditional college 
pathway, contracted program/college instructor, and the Annual 
Career Authorization (ACA).   

  
● Given the economy being so good and the difficulty finding CTE 

teachers, is there any discussion about relaxing the certification 
requirements for CTE teachers?  

Revisions have been made to the Annual Career Authorization which 
may provide support to finding teachers for CTE programs.       

Miscellaneous 
● Has there been any discussion about CTE programs for alternative 

education/opportunity youth? 

Students in alternative education can access CTE programs through 
partnerships with local district programs or career centers.  

 
● Is there anything changing for Completer Status for CTEs?  

A new definition of a CTE completer for the purposes of meeting 
Perkins V legislation has not yet been determined. For the 2020-2021 
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school year, state-approved CTE programs will continue to work under 
the current Perkins IV definition. Any changes to completer status will 
be communicated before implementation takes place. 
 

● In the future, will we need to develop partnerships with local groups 
like construction companies to set up apprenticeships?  

State-approved CTE programs are required to develop, connect, and 
meet with local business and industry employers through program 
advisory meetings that occur twice per year, at a minimum.  
Employers who wish to become apprenticeship sites will need to 
register with the U.S. Department of Labor (USDOL).  You may also 
log on to the USDOL portal and find local companies who are already 
registered throughout Michigan.   

 
● As a local district, could we provide an online option for credit? How 

does that work on a transcript for a student?  

There are currently no online state-approved CTE programs, so the 
option to use an online class to access the Michigan Merit Curriculum 
flexibilities for CTE is unavailable.  

 
● I work for a virtual CTE program that works with many schools. Is 

there a single point source of information for how these programs are 
funded? 

There are currently no state-approved virtual CTE programs in 
Michigan. General information about CTE funding can be found on the 
Office of Career and Technical Education webpage. Specific policies 
and formulas may vary by district, county and region.  

 


