
Feb. 19, 2021

The Honorable Mike Shirkey, Majority Leader
Michigan Senate
P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909-7536

The Honorable Jason Wentworth, Speaker
Michigan House of Representatives
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI  48909-7514

Dear Senator Shirkey and Speaker Wentworth:

On behalf of the more than 1,800 high school, career technical and middle level principals and assistant principals represented by MASSP, we are writing 
to urge you to take action as soon as possible to waive the state-level mandates for high-stakes summative testing for this school year. We are joined in 
this call by the 2,683 Michigan educators and other Michiganders who have signed our online petition over the past two weeks urging action.

Specifically, we are urging the Michigan Legislature and Governor Whitmer to work together in taking the following actions:

• Waive the requirement in state law for schools to administer the M-STEP, MI-Access, WIDA, and WorkKeys for the 2020-21 school year, pending 
approval of our state's waiver application by the U.S. Department of Education.

• Make it optional for students in grades 8-11 to take the PSAT and SAT during the 2020-21 school year.

Right now, principals and other educators across Michigan are having to spend time and resources planning how to safely administer spring testing. 
That time and those resources would be much better spent supporting students in recovering from the mental, physical and academic hardships of the 
pandemic.

Many students will want the opportunity to take a free college entrance or pre-college entrance exam, and they should be afforded that option. 
However, while a school day administration of the PSAT and SAT should be provided by every Michigan school, the tests should be optional for students 
to take and the results should be used solely to assist individual students with setting goals for improvement as they work toward college and career 
readiness. Similarly, while some school districts will want the option to use state assessments to track their students’ progress, none of these assessment 
results should be used for educator evaluations or other state or federal accountability purposes.

Every school district in our state is already using benchmark testing to gauge student learning needs and Michigan did a statewide administration of 
PSAT and SAT this past fall. We don't need more test data to tell us that many students have struggled throughout the past 12 months with remote 
learning and the challenges of the pandemic. For many of these same students, high stakes testing is just one more stressful experience in a year when 
the last thing we need is more stress.

While we understand that such a waiver will also require action at the federal level – which we are also pursuing – the time needed to pass state level 
legislation means that Michigan's state lawmakers need to begin the process now rather than waiting for the federal government to act.

Thank you for your timely action on behalf of Michigan's students and schools.

Sincerely,

Wendy Zdeb
Executive Director

CC: Sen. Jim Ananich, Senate Minority Leader
Rep. Donna Lasinski, House Minority Leader
Members of the Michigan Senate
Members of the Michigan House of Representatives

Wendy Zdeb
Executive Director

Andy Kowalczyk
President
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Leadership Lives Here.


